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Section 1 - Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report 
 

Introduction 

This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the contents of the Westgate-

on-Sea Neighbourhood Development Plan require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

The purpose of the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Development Plan is to provide 

planning policies to guide development in the designated Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood 

Plan area. 

The legislative background set out below outlines the regulations that require the need for 

this screening exercise. A screening assessment of the likely significant environmental 

effects of the Neighbourhood Plan and the need for a full SEA has been undertaken. 

 

Legislative Background 

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal legislation 

is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA 

Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government 

Publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM 

2005). 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Local Authorities to produce 

Sustainability Appraisals (SA) for all local development documents to meet the requirement 

of the EU Directive on SEA. It is considered best practice to incorporate requirements of the 

SEA Directive into an SA. 

However, Neighbourhood Plans are not Local Development Documents and are not required 

to be subject to sustainability appraisal by legislation (although it is advisable to carry out 

some form of sustainability assessment). Neighbourhood Plans are produced under the 

Localism Act 2011. The Localism Act requires neighbourhood plans to be compatible with 

EU and Human Rights Legislation, therefore, depending on their content, neighbourhood 

plans may trigger the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive and Habitats Directive 

and unless they choose to complete a full SA plans will need to be screened for SEA 

separately. 

This section of the report focuses on screening for SEA and the criteria for establishing 

whether a full assessment is needed. 
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Criteria for Assessing the Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) of Directive 

2001/42/EC are set out below: 

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to  

 

- The degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and 

other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating 

conditions or by allocating resources, 

- The degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and 

programmes including those in a hierarchy, 

- The relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental 

considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development, 

- Environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme, 

- The relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community 

legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-

management or water protection) 

 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 

particular, to 

 

- The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects, 

- The cumulative nature of the effects, 

- The transboundary nature of the effects, 

- The risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents), 

- The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of 

the population likely to be affected), 

- The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 

● Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage, 

● Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, 

● Intensive land-use, 

● The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, 

community or international protection status. 

Source: Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
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Assessment 

The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a planning document to ascertain 

whether a full SEA is required.plication of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes 
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The table below shows the assessment of whether the Neighbourhood Plan will require a full 

SEA. The questions below are drawn from the diagram above which sets out how the SEA 

Directive should be applied.  

Table 1: SEA Screening Stage 1 – Application of the SEA Directive to the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Stage Y/N Reason 

1.Is the plan or programme subject to 
preparation and/or adoption by a 
national, regional or local authority OR 
prepared by an authority for adoption 
through a legislative procedure by 
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a)) 

Y Neighbourhood Plans may be prepared 
under the provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990, as amended 
by the Localism Act 2011. They are 
drawn up by a qualifying body, which, in 
the case of Westgate-on-Sea is the Town 
Council. It is subject to examination and 
referendum. If the Plan receives 50% or 
more ‘yes’ votes at referendum, it will be 
‘made’ by the local planning authority 
(Thanet District Council). 

2.Is the plan or programme required by 
legislative, regulatory or administrative 
provisions? (Art. 2(a)) 

N The preparation of a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is optional. However, 
once ‘made’, it will form part of the 
statutory Development Plan for the area 
and will be used in the determination of 
planning applications. It is therefore 
considered necessary to answer the 
following questions to determine further if 
a SEA is required. 

3.Is the plan or programme prepared 
for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
energy, industry, transport, waste 
management, water management, 
telecommunications, tourism, town and 
country planning or land use, AND 
does it set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in 
Annexes I and II to the EIA Directive? 
(Article 3.2(a)) 

Y The Neighbourhood Plan has been 
prepared for town and country planning 
and land use and sets out a framework 
for future development in Westgate-on-
Sea. Once ‘made’, it would form part of 
the statutory development plan, and will 
be used when making decisions on 
planning applications which could include 
development which may fall under Annex 
I and II of the EIA Directive. 

4.Will the plan or programme, in view 
of its likely effects on sites, require an 
assessment for future development 
under Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats 
Directive? (Article 3.2(b)) 

 The Neighbourhood Plan could potentially 
have impacts on sites covered by the 
Habitats Directive. However, this requires 
individual assessment of a Plan (see 
Section 2). 

5.Does the plan or programme 
determine the use of small areas at 
local OR is it a minor modification of a 
PP subject to article 3.2? (Article 3.3) 

Y The Neighbourhood Plan determines the 
use of small sites at the local 
(neighbourhood) level. 

6.Does the plan or programme set the 
framework for future development 
consent of projects (not just projects in 

Y A Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the 
Development Plan and will be used in the 
assessment of planning applications. It 
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annexes to the EIA Directive)? Article 
3.4) 

therefore sets the framework for future 
developments at a local level. 

7.Is the plan or programme’s sole 
purpose to serve the national defence 
or civil emergency, OR is it a financial 
or budget PP, OR is it co-financed by 
structural funds or EAGGF 
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Article 
3.8, 3.9) 

N Not Applicable 

8.Is it likely to have a significant effect 
on the environment? (Article 3.5) 

 A Neighbourhood Plan could potentially 
have an effect on the environment. 
However, whether this is significant 
depends on the proposals in the Plan. An 
individual screening assessment of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is required (see 
Table 2) 

 

The results of the preceding assessment indicate that, depending upon the content of a 

Neighbourhood Plan, a Strategic Environmental Assessment may be required. For this 

reason, Neighbourhood Plans should be assessed individually in order to determine their 

likely significant effects on the environment. Therefore it was necessary to complete stage 2 

of the SEA screening assessment. 

The table below sets out the assessment against the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

criteria for the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan. This is to determine whether the 

implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan will have a significant effect on the environment. 

This criteria against which the screening is carried out are taken directly from Annex II of the 

European Union Directive 2001/42/EC (also known as the SEA Directive), as required by 

Article 3(4), as outlined above. 

The Thanet Local Plan allocates a housing site for 2,000 dwellings within the Westgate 

Neighbourhood Plan Area.  This is reflected in the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan.    

A HRA was carried out as part of the Local Plan process.  The assessment of the allocation 

at Westgate concluded that the  allocation may contribute to in-combination visitor pressure 

at the coast.  However, this is a common issue to the quantum of development in the district, 

and not as a specific result of this site allocation.  The HRA states that:  

‘The strategic housing allocation sites have been reviewed and it is considered that 

none, on their own, are likely to result in significant effects on any European sites 

with the possible exception of the larger allocations. The key issue is the overall 

quantum of development in the area rather than single sites; this is thought to be 

achievable without significant effects on the SPA, assuming implementation of SP25 

and the SPA Mitigation Strategy.’ 

The HRA concludes that the quantum of development proposed in the Local Plan can be 

sufficiently mitigated through the implementation of other Local Plan policies.   
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The Westgate-on-Sea neighbourhood Plan is not proposing a higher number of housing 

than the Local Plan allocation, therefore the HRA carried out for the allocation of the site in 

the Local Plan is considered to be applicable to the policies in the Westgate-on-Sea 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Pre Submission document for the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan (January 

2019) has been used to undertake this screening assessment. If the conclusion of the 

screening exercise is that a SEA is not required, any major changes to the existing policies 

or introduction of new ones should be subject to a further screening assessment to ensure 

that significant effects are not likely. 

Table 2: SEA Screening Stage 2 – Assessment of Likelihood of Significant Effects on 

the Environment 

Criteria for Determining the 
Likely Significant Effects 

Is the …..Neighbourhood 
Plan Likely to Have a 
Significant Environmental 
Effect 

Justification for Screening 
Assessment  

The degree to which the plan 
or programme sets a 
framework for projects and 
other activities, either with 
regard to the location, 
nature, size and operating 
conditions or by allocation of 
resources  
 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan sets a 
local policy framework for 
development proposals. It 
supports the implementation 
of policies in the adopted 
Thanet Local Plan 2006 and 
the emerging Thanet Local 
Plan which have already 
been subject to SEA and 
HRA as part of the 
Sustainability Appraisal. 

The degree to which the plan 
or programme influences 
other plans and programmes 
including those in the 
hierarchy 
 

No  The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan must be 
in general conformity with the 
Strategic Policies within the 
adopted Thanet Local Plan 
2006 and the emerging Local 
Plan. It therefore supports 
the implementation of higher 
tier policies at the 
neighbourhood level and, as 
such, is not considered to 
have a significant influence 
on other plans and 
programmes. Should a 
project emerge from the 
objectives this may need 
further separate screening. 

The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the 
integration of environmental 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan 
contributes to the 
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Criteria for Determining the 
Likely Significant Effects 

Is the …..Neighbourhood 
Plan Likely to Have a 
Significant Environmental 
Effect 

Justification for Screening 
Assessment  

considerations in particular 
with a view to promoting 
sustainable development  

achievement of sustainable 
development at the 
neighbourhood level. Policies 
set out in the plan protect 
assets of local environmental 
value, and provide locally 
distinct planning policies to 
protect them. The likelihood 
of significant effects on the 
environment is, therefore 
minimised. 

Environmental problems 
relevant to the plan or 
programme 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan 
includes policies relating to a 
site allocation of 2,000 
dwellings.  However, the 
Neighbourhood Plan does 
not allocate this site, it is 
allocated in the emerging 
Thanet Local Plan. A HRA 
was carried out for the Local 
Plan, including the allocation 
of the site in Westgate. 

The relevance of the plan or 
programme for the 
implementation of European 
Community legislation on the 
environment (e.g. plans and 
programmes linked to waste 
management or water 
protection) 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan must be 
in conformity with higher 
level plans that comprise the 
adopted Thanet Local Plan 
2006 and the emerging Local 
Plan. These have had regard 
to European Community 
legislation on the 
environment. Consequently, 
the policies of the 
neighbourhood plan are not 
considered to be relevant to 
the implementation of EC 
legislation. 

The probability, duration, 
frequency and reversibility of 
the effects 

No The Plan policies are 
designed to ensure that any 
new development will be 
sustainable and any 
environmental impacts 
minimised. 

The cumulative nature of the 
effects 

No The Neighbourhood Plan’s 
policies are unlikely to have 
significant cumulative 
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Criteria for Determining the 
Likely Significant Effects 

Is the …..Neighbourhood 
Plan Likely to Have a 
Significant Environmental 
Effect 

Justification for Screening 
Assessment  

impacts on the local 
environment. 

The trans-boundary nature of 
the effects 

No The policies in the Westgate-
on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan 
are unlikely to have 
significant environmental 
impacts on neighbouring 
areas. 

The risks to human health or 
the environment (e.g. due to 
accidents) 

No No significant risks to human 
health or the environment as 
a result of the Plan’s policies 
have been identified. The 
plan is likely to improve 
human health by improving 
access to green 
infrastructure and amenity 
areas. 

The magnitude and spatial 
extent of the effects 
(geographical area and size 
of the population likely to be 
affected) 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan is 
concerned with development 
within the neighbourhood 
area. The potential for 
environmental impacts is 
likely to be limited and 
minimal. 

The value and vulnerability of 
the area likely to be affected 
due to:  
-special natural 
characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 
-exceeded environmental 
quality standards or limit 
values; 
-intensive land use 
 
The effects on areas or 
landscapes which have a 
recognised national, 
Community or international 
protection 

No The Westgate-on-Sea 
Neighbourhood Plan is 
unlikely to adversely affect 
the value and vulnerability of 
the area in relation to its 
natural or cultural heritage or 
areas and landscapes which 
have a recognised national, 
Community or international 
protection.  
 
In fact, its policies provide 
greater support to enhance 
the natural and cultural 
assets of the area. 

 

On the basis of the SEA Screening Assessment set out in Table 2 above, the conclusion is 

that the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan will not have significant effects in relation to 
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any of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and therefore does not need 

to be subject to SEA. 

The main reasons for this conclusion are: 

● The Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan supports the implementation of 

policies in the adopted and emerging Thanet Local Plan which have already 

been subject to SEA through the Sustainability Appraisal and assessed as 

having no significant environmental effects. 

● The Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites for 

development  

● The Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan is a lower tier plan in the 

hierarchy of planning documents for the area, and therefore has limited 

influence on other plans or programmes. 

● The plan is concerned with development at the neighbourhood level. Its 

impacts are therefore unlikely to be strategic. 

● Through its policies, the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan seeks to 

avoid or minimise negative environmental effects. 
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Section 2 - Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 
 

In addition to the screening of the Neighbourhood Plan in relation to SEA, there is a 

requirement to assess if the proposals within the Neighbourhood Plan could have an 

adverse impact on internationally designated wildlife sites. The Habitats Regulation 

Assessment (HRA) is required by the European Habitats Directive.  

The HRA involves an assessment of any plan or project to establish if it has potential 

implications for European wildlife sites. The HRA will consider if the proposals in the 

Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to harm the habitats or species for which European 

wildlife sites are designated. European wildlife sites are often known as Natura 2000 sites 

and include: 

● Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under the Birds Directive 

(79/409/EEC) 

● Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the Habitats Directive  

(92/43/EEC) 

In addition to SPA and SAC sites Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar 

Convention (Iran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 1992). Although they are not 

covered by the Habitats Regulations, as a matter of Government Policy, Ramsar sites 

should be treated in the same way as European wildlife sites. European wildlife sites and 

Ramsar sites are collectively known as internationally designated wildlife sites. 

The legislation sets out a process to assess the potential implications of a plan on 

internationally designated sites. The first stage of this process is a ‘screening’ exercise 

where the details of nearby internationally designated sites within a reasonable distance 

from the Neighbourhood Plan Area are assessed to see if there is any potential for the 

Neighbourhood Plan proposals to have an impact on the site. For the purposes of this HRA 

screening assessment a ‘reasonable distance’ will be taken to be sites within 15km of the 

designated Neighbourhood Plan Area. 

For the HRA ‘screening’ assessment the Neighbourhood Plan Area was checked to see if 

any Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation Sites, or Ramsar sites were 

located within its area. The assessment also checked to see if any of these internationally 

important sites were located within a 15km radius from the Neighbourhood Plan Area.  The 

assessment table can be found in Appendix 1. 
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Section 3 - SEA and HRA Screening Conclusion 
 

This report sets out the assessment of the need for the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood 

Plan to be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment as required by the SEA Directive 

and Appropriate Assessment as required by the Habitats Directive. 

The assessment of both these requirements has been undertaken on the pre-submission 

Neighbourhood Plan which was published in January 2019. As such if the content of the 

Neighbourhood Plan is significantly changed there may be the need for a further screening 

exercise to be undertaken on any modified version of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Strategic Environmental  Assessment 

In relation to the requirement for the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, it is concluded in the assessment set out in Stages 1 

and 2 above that the plan in its current form is unlikely to have significant environmental 

effects and therefore SEA will not be required. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

HRAs published to date have typically considered European sites with a 15km radius around 

the plan area. Using this approach of a 15km radius, based on the information available, it is 

concluded that the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan will not have an adverse effect on 

the integrity of internationally designated sites either on its own or in combination with other 

plans and therefore does not require a Habitat Regulation Assessment to be undertaken. 

The Council consulted  the SEA Statutory Consultees (Natural England, Historic England 

and the Environment Agency) for their comments on the screening report. The Environment 

Agency replied to say they no longer comment at the screening stage.  Both Natural England 

and Historic England confirmed that a SEA is not required for the draft Neighbourhood Plan, 

and Natural England confirmed that a HRA is not required.  Natural England also confirmed 

that if the neighbourhood plan included policies beyond the scope of the emerging Local 

Plan, they would not be covered by the HRA that was carried out for the Local Plan policies. 

Since the neighbourhood plan does not include policies beyond the scope of the Local Plan, 

it is considered that the HRA for the Local Plan is relevant for this Neighbourhood Plan.  
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Appendix 1 - Habitats Regulations Assessment Table 
The following Natura 2000 sites are located within 15km of the Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Plan Area boundary: 

Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

Thanet 

Coast SAC 

This special area of conservation 

has been designated for its reefs 

and submerged or partially 

submerged sea caves, the caves 

support very specialised algal and 

lichen communities containing 

species such as 

pseudendocloniumsubmarinum 

and lyngbya spp 

Sufficient space between the site 

and development to allow for 

managed retreat of intertidal 

habitats and avoid coastal 

squeeze 

None No No 

  No dredging or land claim of 

coastal habitats  

None No No 

  Unpolluted water None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment None No No 

  Absence of non native species  None No No 

  Maintenance of fresh water inputs None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

  Balance of saline and non saline 

conditions 

None No No 

  Minimal disturbance None No No 

  Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics  

None No No 

  Minimal Harvesting of bait and 

shellfish 

None No No 

Thanet 

Coast and 

Sandwich 

Bay SPA 

Long stretch of rocky shore, 

adjoining areas of estuary, sand 

dune, maritime grassland, 

saltmarsh and grazing marsh. 

Important numbers of Turnstone 

Arenaria interpres, used by large 

numbers of migratory birds, 

qualifying species are over 

wintering - 

golden plover and breeding little 

tern 

 

Minimal disturbance including 

recreational 

None No No 

  Maintenance of grazing/mowing None No No 



 

16 
 

Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

regimes 

  Freshwater inputs are of value for 

providing a localised increase in 

prey biomass for certain bird 

species, specific microclimatic 

conditions and are used for 

preening and drinking 

None No No 

  Sufficient space between the site 

and development to allow for 

managed retreat of intertidal 

habitats and avoid coastal 

squeeze 

None No No 

  Unpolluted water None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment None No No 

  Absence of non-native species None No No 

  Maintenance of freshwater inputs None No No 

  Minimal disturbance None No No 

  Balance of saline and non-saline 

conditions 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

  Impact of noise and vibration on 

wintering birds  

None No No 

  No dredging or land claim of 

coastal habitats 

None No No 

  Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics 

None No No 

Thanet 

Coast and 

Sandwich 

Bay 

Ramsar 

Long stretch of rocky shore, 

adjoining areas of estuary, sand 

dune, maritime grassland, 

saltmarsh and grazing marsh, 

wetland habitats support 15 British 

Red Data Book invertebrates, 

large number of nationally scarce 

species. Site attracts 

internationally important numbers 

of Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria 

interpres intepres, NE Canada, 

Greenland/W Europe & NW 

Africa, and nationally important 

numbers of wintering populations 

of four species: ringed plover, 

golden plover, grey plover and 

sanderling, as well as Lapland 

Sufficient space between the site 

and development to allow for 

managed retreat of intertidal 

habitats and avoid coastal 

squeeze 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

bunting 

 

  No dredging or land claim of 

coastal habitats 

None No No 

  Unpolluted water None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment None No No 

  Absence of non native species None No No 

  Maintenance of fresh water inputs, 

of value for providing a localised 

increase in prey biomass for 

certain bird species, specific 

microclimatic conditions and are 

used for preening and drinking 

None No No 

  Balance of saline and non saline 

conditions 

None No No 

  Minimal disturbance including 

recreational 

None No No 

  Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

  Maintenance of grazing/mowing 

regimes 

None  No No 

  Impact of noise and disturbance on 

wintering birds 

None No No 

Sandwich 

Bay SAC 

Shifting sand dunes, with marram, 

dune grassland, dunes with 

creeping willow, strandline 

species on the seaward edge, 

sand binding grasses inland, 

shifting dunes with ‘white dunes’, 

fixed dunes with herbaceous 

vegetation ‘grey dunes’, site 

includes a number of rare and 

scarce species and UKs largest 

population of lizard orchid, small 

area of dunes with Salix repens 

ssp. Argentea or saliicion only 

example found in the dry south-

east of England humid dune 

slacks are also a qualifying 

feature 

 

Sufficient space between the site 

and development to allow for 

managed retreat of intertidal 

habitats and avoid coastal 

squeeze 

None  No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

  No dredging or land claim of 

coastal habitats  

None No No 

  Unpolluted water None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment None No No 

  Absence of non native species None  No No 

  Maintenance of fresh water inputs None No No 

  Balance of saline and non saline 

conditions 

None No No 

  Minimal disturbance including 

recreational 

None No No 

  Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics 

None No No 

Stodmarsh 

SAC 

General character of inland water 

bodies, bogs, marshes, water 

fringed vegetation and fens. 

Primary reason for selection of 

this site is Desmoulin’s whorl snail 

Vertigo Moulinsiana, which lives 

beside ditches within pasture on 

the floodplain of the River Stour, 

Maintenance of sufficient water to 

support marginal/marsh vegetation 

and high water quality for 

Desmoulin’s whorl snail 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

where reed sweet-grass Glyceria 

Maxima, large sedges Carex spp. 

and sometimes common reed 

Phragmites australis dominate the 

vegetation  

  Minimal disturbance including 

recreational 

None No No 

  Maintenance of grazing regime None No No 

  Maintenance of water supply None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment  None No No 

Stodmarsh 

SPA 

Wetland site resulting from 

subsidence under the valley of the 

Great Stour. Range of wetland 

habitats include open water, 

extensive reedbeds, grazing 

marsh and Alder Alnus glutinosa 

carr. Site supports number of 

uncommon wetland invertebrates 

and plants, and provides wintering 

habitats for wetland bird species. 

Especially notable in winter for 

supporting significant numbers of 

Maintenance of sufficient water to 

support marginal/marsh vegetation 

and high quality for Desmoulin’s 

whorl snail 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus and 

Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

 

  Minimal disturbance including 

recreational 

None No No 

  Maintenance of grazing regime  None No No 

  Maintenance of water supply None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment  None No No 

Stodmarsh 

Ramsar 

Range of wetland habitats 

including open water, reedbeds, 

grazing marsh and alder Alnus 

glutinosa carr. Site supports 

number of uncommon wetland 

invertebrates and plants, provides 

breeding and wintering habitats 

for important assemblages of 

wetland bird species, particularly 

waterfowl. Supports six British 

Red Data Book wetland 

invertebrates. Two nationally rare 

plants, and five nationally scarce 

Maintenance of sufficient water to 

support marginal/ marsh 

vegetation and high water quality 

for Desmoulin’s whorl snail 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

species. A diverse assemblage of 

rare wetland birds. 

 

  Minimal disturbance including 

recreational  

None No No 

  Maintenance of grazing regime None No No 

  Maintenance of water supply None No No 

  Absence of nutrient enrichment None No No 

Outer 

Thames 

Estuary 

SPA 

Wintering red-throated diver 

(Gavia stellata) 

No physical loss of habitat by 

removal  

None No No 

  No physical damage by physical 

disturbance or abrasion of habitat  

None No No 

  No non-physical disturbance 

through noise or visual disturbance  

None No No 

  No toxic contamination by 

introduction of synthetic and/or 

non-synthetic compounds 

None No No 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

  No non-toxic contamination to prey 

species only by changes in e.g. 

turbidity 

None No No 

  No biological disturbance by 

selective extraction of species and 

non selective extraction 

None No No 

Margate 

and Long 

Sands 

SAC 

Series of sandbanks, the longest 

of which is Long Sand. This is one 

of the best areas of sandbanks in 

the United Kingdom. The site 

contains between 2-15% of the 

national Annex I sandbank 

resource. The fauna of the sand 

bank crests is characteristic of 

species-poor, mobile sand 

environments and is dominated by 

polychaete worms and 

amphipods. In the troughs and 

slopes, a higher diversity of 

polychaetes, crustacea, molluscs 

and echinoderms is found, with 

mobile epifauna including crabs 

and brown shrimp, squid and 

commercially important fish 

The key environmental conditions 

to support site integrity are not 

known at this time as the site has 

not yet been formally designated 

as a Special Area of Conservation 

Not known Not known Not known 
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Name of 

site 

Reasons for designations and 

conservation objectives 

Key environmental conditions to 

support site integrity 

Possible impacts 

arising from the 

Neighbourhood 

Plan  

Is there a 

risk of 

significant 

impacts 

Is there a risk 

of significant 

in combination 

effects 

species such as sole and herring. 

There is a significant amount of 

the reef-forming ross worm 

(Sabellaria spinulosa) at this site, 

which then formed as a reef 

qualifies as an Annex I habitat 

(biogenic reef), however, the 

available data indicate that the 

distribution of S. spinulosa is 

patchy and that aggregations form 

crusts rather than reefs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


